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decay; many a man knows his clan but not his totem. In
the Chuka Major Orde Browne found many clans but no
traces of totemism. Besides the organization in clans the
people are divided into age-grades, which seem to be deter-
mined by the time at which the youths are circumcised. For
boys and girls alike at puberty have to undergo a sort of
circumcision as an introduction to manhood and womanhood
respectively. At the same time they are instructed in the
rules of tribal morality; in particular, they are taught the
complicated customs of ceremonial uncleanness (thahu) and
purification which permeate the whole social life of the people.
Under native rule sexual intercourse before circumcision was
a very grave offence ; the offspring of such intercourse was
destroyed, and the parents were killed by having a stake
thrust through their bodies.
In early infancy, or at a somewhat later period, every boy
and girl has to submit to the curious ceremony known as
" Goat Birth ", which seems to be neither more nor less than
a pretence that the child is born again from a goat. A goat
is killed and skinned, and the skin is spread on the mother's
lap. The child is seated on the skin, facing its mother, then
the skin is wrapped round the infant. Old women next
snatch the child from the skin and utter the trilling cry which
is customarily raised at a birth. Sometimes, to complete
the resemblance to a birth, an intestine of the goat is tied
round the mother's waist and is cut at the moment when
the child is snatched from the goat-skin. This imitation of
severing the navel-string at birth is unmistakable. An ex-
actly similar pretence of being born again from a goat is
observed among the neighbouring Akikuyu, and has been
repeatedly described. But among the Chuka and kindred
tribes goats are also killed both before and after circumcision,
and the young people of both sexes have to wear strips of
the skins of the slain animals according to certain prescribed
rules. Curiously enough, both these rites observed before
and after circumcision are associated with the wild fig-tree :
the first of the rites is called " the Goat of the Wild Fig-
Tree " ; and in the second the carcass of the goat is placed
on sticks of the wild fig-tree, and the circumcised lad or girl
steps over it backward. It is remarkable that the same